
JACK KEMP 

April 14, 1998 

Mr. Roben Clwe  
National Educaion Association 
1201 16th S t r q  hW 
Wa$hinw,nC.  20036 

Dear Bob: 

l h n k  you fbr your lcna Pad your concerns about the Acxis &Tocqudc h t h t e ,  of 
which Senator Licbcnnan and I arc honorary &airs, While Joe Liebemran and I do not 
speak fur dcTocqucvjlle, I'm sure you can apjmciate the fku that the dcTacqueville 
Institute La not anti-pblic education, nor is it anti-teachen. nor is it. in the highest tense of 
the word anti-NEA Yes, st seem to d m p e  about school reform and even about somc 
of the hrcir prindples, but, please be w e d  of my eatem for you and tho tclohing 
profession in g d  (which. incidentally, includes membcrs of my own family), and ofmy 
ialaoeur Lndief in rhc right of working men and women to or- and bargiun 
wllcctively. 

R d i m  it or not Bob, I was preadcnt of a Won," the N L  Football Pkyus Union circa 
1964-1968, aad very pmud of it. I believe strongly in the basic right of workaa to 
ut+ in Bee and vohmtary aslodatlws, i.c. unions. 

Pi la mc say tha our cliffemwe in vision, which I only propose to sketch our he4 is 
narnly mptufed by your letter to me. On p a p  one you srrrtG you srnrmc I! subswibc to the 
idea Whnr there should be a panoply of teach= unions - rhs more the better." You ray 
you would welcome my explumion. 

1 do believe a diverdi of unions, indudmg both the NEA and AFT, but also mduding 
altanatives with different philosophies of education politics, and opesation, would be 
healthy. Americans g&y assume choice to be good. We like choice in newspapers, 
puliacaJ parties, breakfiasr cereals, boals. Chrs point comes up cvay time tha-c's a hrge 
corporate m q a .  You yourself~raise the virtues of choice in discuasing magnet rchmls. 
chaner schools, and a l t d v e  schools. The lack of these in 1959, you say, meant "there 
wr! fewer choices for students and parents." 

For these very n w w .  I stron@y rupponed public h a i s  for magnet schools, open 
e m o U m a  and gruur  choice in cducarion my emire political career. But if choice is g o d  



for parents and students, it is q u d y  good for teachers. and 1 place an equal amount of 
faith in the ability of teachers m inrcllieenrly choose between alrernntlve unions and 
associations. 

Sirnilark, I bslievc choice should be allowed across the rchool systan in general. I believe 
partnts-&c competent to make choices for and direct their children's education - bena  
qualified. in fact, than mv mnrnivahle combination of federal, state, and local officials 
could possibly be. I believe this would enhance. nor detract t o m  public education in 
.+mcrica 

That is in part the "explanation" of my views m education and education unions. Ac to 
the rut of Senarnr Kaum's letter - the claim regarding salacier and s to& - I cannot say 
I support tkose statements, but whatever di&mcss you may ham can be addrtsstd by 
you and my g d  G i d  Bob mtn 

Finally, I am most willing and in fact Gaga to meet with you. Perhaps you would be 
iolaesfd in joiniq me to discuss ow difFerawec in fiuthcr depth. Wouldn't it bo to 
have a genuiue debate about the ftnrn of education in America? I invite you to join me in 
th&diwurri~r~~wrulrhecmmy,haayappro~emcdia. W e w o u l d b o t h ~ I  
suspect, that wbarever the outcome, the process would be a healthy thing for the courmy. 
educational M m  aod enn our teachers unions. 

Be assund, I will be happy KO discuss this with you at your d e s t  convenience. 


